
 

 

April-June 2015 Humanitarian Report 
Highlights 

• Kasai Occidental: In May and June 2015, the humanitarian community 
noticed a new influx of expelled Congolese living illegally in Angola. The 
total number of deportees is 21,804. Around 12,000 people returned to 
DRC through the territory of Tshikapa and 9,839 through the territory of 
Luiza. A response plan has been prepared by the humanitarian team but is 
underfunded. 

 

• North Kivu: Clashes between armed groups resulted in the displacement 
of more than 15,000 households in total.  

 

• South Kivu - Burundi refugee crisis: As of June 29, UNHCR had pre-

registered 10,708 Burundian refugees. The new camp based in Lusenda in 
Fizi territory currently hosts around 4,600 people. Approximately 6,000 re-
fugees are in host families in the Ruzizi Plain. 

 

• Province Orientale: Fifty FRPI (Front for Patriotic Resistance in Ituri) mili-
tiamen surrendered, including 16 children (among them 2 girls). Local NGO 
AJEDEC, UNICEF’s partner for DDR is taking care of these children. 

 

• Katanga: In April, the humanitarian community counted more than 26,000 
new IDPs fleeing the inter-communal Batwa-Luba conflict and clashes be-
tween some FARDC soldiers and Mayi Mayi militia. People are currently 
returning home but needs remain acute as most of their villages have been 
burnt. A response plan is prepared but lacks funding. 

 

• Cholera: Several provinces reported outbreaks of cholera, including 
South Kivu (Lusenda refugee camp in Nundu Health Zone (HZ)), Province 
Orientale (in four HZs of Tchomia, Gethy, Lubunga and Makiso), and Ma-
niema (Lubutu HZ). UNICEF and its partner supported the response. 

 

• Measles: Several provinces, including North Kivu (3 HZs); South Kivu, 
Maniema, and Katanga (Nyemba IDP camp) reported outbreaks of mea-
sles. UNICEF is supporting the response alongside the Ministry of Health. 

 

• Decentralisation: The application of the decentralisation law on June 30th 
triggers concern about a potential rise in political and interethnic tensions, 
mainly in Katanga, Equateur and the two Kasai Provinces. 
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Water/Sanitation (p.7) 

32,000 

IDPs supported via WaSH package inter-
ventions in Nyunzu, Katanga between 
April and June 2015. 
 

Education (p.8) 

1,738 

Children were able to pass their end of 
primary school examination between April 
and June 2015.  
 

Health (p.9) 

43,024  
children between 6 months-15 years old 
vaccinated against measles in Nyunzu. 
 

Nutrition (p.10) 

42,137 

Children under 5 treated for Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) in DRC between April 
and June 2015. 
 

Child Protection (p.11) 

1,225 

Children associated with armed forces 
and groups were assisted between April 
and June 2015.  
 

Non-Food Items (p.12) 

166,456  
Households benefited from NFI assis-
tance between April and June 2015. 
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Special Feature 

The conflict started mid-2013 and only concerned the Northern part of the Territory but it gained momentum in 2014 and 

spread to the Western area of Manono (Ankoro) to the Nyunzu, Kabalo and Kalemie territories, becoming the number one 

cause for population displacement in Katanga Province between January and March 2015 . 

The Luba-Batwa intercommunal conflicts from January to March caused the influx of IDPs in Nyunzu IDP sites, Nyemba, 

Kasanga Nyemba and Lwizi villages, affecting nearly 8,000 households. From April to June 2015, violence intensified with 

attacks and burnings in IDP sites in Nyunzu and surrounding villages, affecting nearly 60,000 people with significant humani-

tarian consequences. 

In relation to this Nyunzu crisis, two major events mobilised the humanitarian community, including UNICEF: 

1. In April, following RRMP’s multi-sectoral evaluation, 5,352 identified displaced households (26,760 people) received 

assistance via the RRMP/UNICEF programme which included NFI and WASH responses. 

2. In May, 11 days after this first round of humanitarian assistance to Nyunzu, 

the violence escalated between the two groups, resulting in attacks and 

burnings in Nyunzu IDP camps and 113 neighbouring villages. Luba popula-

tions found refuge in host families and Batwa populations in the warehouse 

of a destitute COTANGA factory where they were held in safety by national 

police and FARDC because the Luba militia were threatening to exterminate 

them. An inter-mission agency (involving UNHCR, WFP, MONUSCO and 

IEDA) reported forced displacements, humanitarian needs (in terms of secu-

rity, food, access to health care, WASH infrastructure, shelters, promiscuity 

of the site), as well as several protection and security incidents. The humani-

tarian community subsequently provided a response to the crisis, including 

UNICEF’s intervention in various sectors. In terms of Health, UNICEF put in place mobile clinics and provided temporary 

institutional support to 2 health zones by offering free medical care. It provided Water supply through the RRMP pro-

gramme, a Protection response through recreational and educational activities for 504 children and took care of 54 in-

jured children, and an Education response through advocacy in favour of 113 displaced pupils so they could take their 

end of Primary School Exam (ENAFEP) free of charge. 

At present, displaced persons have started to return progressively but the causes of the conflict have not yet been resolved. 

Despite interventions from political and administrative authorities (raising awareness on peaceful cohabitation and arresting 

certain militiamen), the antagonism fails to find a solution due to an absence of State services in several affected villages as 

well as the lack of a long-term conflict management mechanism. 

Due to the heavy use of incendiary fighting during this conflict, field missions 

report the strongest need for shelters, given that straw-built houses in return 

villages in Katanga were burnt down (113 villages across Nyunzu Territory). 

Important needs were also reported in terms of access to health, education and 

food, given, in particular, that health centres and schools were looted, vandal-

ised and/or burnt down. The Batwa Pygmee populations demand a share of the 

harvests with Luba populations.  

At the intercluster level, a response plan regarding this conflict was drafted in 

May 2015 but  no development has been reported in relation to the existing 

gaps in every sector. UNICEF and its partners, through the clusters and working 

groups under its responsibility, has a total gap of 4,662,749 USD to respond to the needs of the conflict-affected displaced 

and returning people: 2,779,900 USD in shelter, 345,250 USD in emergency education, 700,800 USD in child protection, 

509,674 USD in nutrition and 327,125 USD in emergency WASH. 

The intercommunal conflict between the Luba and Batwa Pygmees in Nyun-

zu/Tanganyika Territory, Katanga Province 
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Political, Security & Humanitarian Situation (1/4) 

General 

The application of the decentralization law on June, 30th (passing from 11 provinces to 26) is expected to trigger sev-

eral inter-ethnic and political tensions, notably related to access to mineral resources. The most at risk provinces are: 

Katanga, Equateur and the two Kasai. In a context of upcoming local elections, initially planned for October 2015 but 

not yet confirmed, it is possible to expect some clashes between local militias and a rise in located insecurity and vio-

lence over the coming month. 

 

North.Kivu 

Walikale Territory: Clashes between the Nduma Defence Coalition (NDC) / Cheka and the Forces Démocratiques de 

Libération du Rwanda (FDLR) in Ikobo, and between two factions of Rayia Mutomboki (Cheka and Guidon) in the lo-

calities of Nsindo and Ntoto caused the displacement of more than 4,000 households to different localities in Walowa-

Uroba, Yugu and Ihana, and to Lubero territory, with about an estimated figure of 11,000 households  RRMP (Rapid 

Response to Movements of Population mechanism) interventions (Education, NFI and WASH) are underway in Pangi 

Territory for about 6,000 households and WFP has planned food assistance.  

  

Source: Cholera roads in DRC. 2014, UNICEF 
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Lubero Territory: There were incursions of NDC / Cheka and FDLR in the North-West of the territory followed by 

clashes with FARDC (Forces Armées de la République Démocratique du Congo). Over 1,765 displaced house-

holds were recorded on the Mayeba-Mambu-Njiapanda-Masinge-Manguredjipa axis in addition to 11,783 displa-

ced households from Walikale. The RRMP partners (Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), Solidarités International 

and Save the Children) are in the process of providing assistance packages based on vulnerabilities in Educa-

tion, NFI, Health and WASH. WFP is also involved in food assistance in areas not covered by the food compo-

nent of NRC (under ECHO funding). Despite the strong mobilisation of the RRMP uncovered needs remain in 

most of the sectors.  

Beni Territory: Continuing massacres of civilians by militia are suspected of having been carried out by 

ADF (Allied Democratic Forces) / NALU (National Liveration Army of Uganda). In April 2015, 10 deaths and 7 

wounded people were registered in the village of Matiba Oicha and since 8 May, more than 30 people were killed 

in the town of Beni (Matembo and Mavivi). A portion of the people of Mavivi moved to the city of Beni and others 

to the axes of Mbau-Oicha-Eringeti, Mangina - Lubena - Kipabashi and Beni Kasindi axis. RRMP has carried out 

interventions in NFI, Health and Education sectors in the city of Beni and in the locality of Mangina.  

South Kivu 

Fizi/Uvira Territory: Due to the crisis related to the electoral process in Burundi, the DRC hosts, since April 

2015, more than 10,000 Burundian refugees. They come mainly to the South Kivu province through several en-

trances in the Ruzizi Plain and along the Tanganyika Lake. As of June 29, UNHCR had pre-registered 10,708 

Burundian refugees, including 10.543 under biometric registration. The new camp based in Lusenda in Fizi terri-

tory currently host 4,583 people. 5,907 refugees are living in host families in the Ruzizi Plain and the others are in 

transit sites in Sange and Kamvivira. 

Mwenga Territory: FARDC operations against FDLR in Mwenga territory have continued during the last three 

months. The FDLR dependents are confined to Kilembwe without any assistance. Approximately 4,835 house-

holds moved into the territory of Mwenga and Uvira following these operations. 

Shabunda Territory: Armed groups such as Raia Mutomboki renewed activities following the security vacuum 

due to the redeployment of FARDC in North Kivu, and attacks on some FARDC elements around the Lulingu 

area have been reported. This crisis caused the displacement of around 4,000 households on the axes of 

Kachungu-Byangama, Lungungu-Shabunda Centre and Lugungu-Nduma. RRMP and ACTED (Agence d’Aide à 

la Coopération Technique et au Développement) carried out joint assessments, and responses are planned over 

the course of the month of July. 

Fizi Territory: Natural disasters following heavy rain struck the zone on 2nd April 2015 resulting in over 

1,000 houses being destroyed in various neighbourhoods of Uvira, Baraka, and 10 primary schools damaged. 

About 1,396 househoulds in Uvira and 800 and Baraka lost their shelter.  

Province Orientale  

Irumu Territory: After the failure of FRPI (Front for Patriotic Resistance in Ituri)  militiamen’s first attempt, 

in January, to surrender, accompanied by a significant increase in the coverage of incidents and attacks against 

civilians, a new attempt failed again. It was followed by a military operation launched by the FARDC-MONUSCO 

coalition against positions and militia camps in Aveba area throughout the month of June. Fifty militiamen surren-

dered, including 16 children (among them 2 girls). UNICEF’s local partner AJEDEC, under the DDR-Child project, 

is taking these children on board and supporting them. This new military operation has forced more than 10,000 

people into preventive displacement. The updated statistics show that there are about 130,000 IDPs in this area. 

Political, Security & Humanitarian Situation (2/4) 
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Mambasa Territory: More than 1,600 newly displaced people from outlying villages of Badengaido and 

fleeing activism of Mayi-Mayi militiamen, arrived in the locality of Badengaido between late May and early June. 

These IDPs increased the burden on the locality which already hosts approximately 5,000 artisanal gold miners 

whom provincial authorities expelled from the Okapi Wildlife Reserve last February. The high pressure on liveli-

hoods and on basic social services is leading to an increased risks of a resurgence of epidemics and food in-

security. In early June, RRMP led multisectoral assessments in the area, and in accordance with the vulnerabili-

ties observed, a WASH response is underway since mid-June 2015. 

Bondo – Bas-Uélé District: There has been an upsurge of LRA (Lord’s Resistance Army) activities since 

April 2015 in the Yangili area and its surroundings. Over 3,500 IDPs are reported in the localities of Sambili – Bili 

axis. The LRA multiplies abuses against civilians in this highly isolated area where conditions of accessibility limit 

the deployment of humanitarian actors. 

Tshopo District : Since the end of June, an outbreak of cholera was notified in Lubunga health zone. UNICEF is 

currently supporting the Provincial Health Department and the team in the health zone to assess the situation, 

and implement activities in the Health and WASH sectors aiming at enhancing coordination by Lubunga heath 

authorities, improving case management, and strengthening preventive measures. The Emergency Health Offi-

cer of the Eastern Zone of UNICEF DRC was deployed to support the UNICEF Office in Kisangani.  

Maniema 

Kabambare Territory: There was a new movement of population from the territory of Fizi, South Kivu to the Ka-

bambare Territory, Maniema in April, following looting and occupation of the localities of Lubichako, Tulonge, 

Ngalula, Makugungu and Nyange by Mayi Mayi militiamen. 1,265 households reportedly arrived in Maniema, in 

addition to the 2,541 other households already identified in April 2015. 

Pangi Territory: In April, heavy rains accompanied by strong winds have caused extensive damage in the 

towns of Kayuyu and Kampene. A total of 1,858 households and 10 schools were affected. No assistance has 

been provided yet due to lack of resources. 

Katanga 

A huge population displacement involving significant humanitarian consequences marked the second quarter of 

this year due to inter-communal conflict and some clashes between some FARDC soldiers and Mayi Mayi militia 

in Mitwaba, Pweto and Malemba Nkulu territories. The humanitarian community also registered some sporadic 

population attacks by Mayi Mayi Bakata Katanga in some villages of Malemba-Nkulu and Moba territories and 

recurrent incursions of Mayi Mayi Yakutumba (militiamen) and the FDLR in the northern area of Kalemie (on the 

Bendera axis, bordering South Kivu) with significant humanitarian consequences.  

While the Luba-Batwa intercommunity conflicts from January to March 2015 caused the influx of IDPs to Nyunzu 

IDP sites, Nyemba, Kasanga and Lwizi villages, affecting nearly 8,000 households, from April to June 2015, vio-

lence escalated with attacks and the burning of IDP sites in Nyunzu and surrounding villages in the South. See 

Special Feature p.2 for more information. 

The Katanga humanitarian community conducted a response in mid-April, assisting 5,352 displaced households 

(26,760 IDPs). The response also involved UNICEF through the RRMP programme, as well as contributions from 

NFI  and WASH, the WFP (food distribution) and IRC (health / ECHO funds).  

 

 

Political, Security & Humanitarian Situation (3/4) 
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Kasai Occidental 

In May and June 2015, there was a new influx of expelled Congolese living illegally in Angola. There are a total of 

21,804 deportees. Around 11,965 people, including 9,774 men, 1,536 women, 354 boys and 301 girls (197 chil-

dren under 5 years, 90 girls and 107 boys) returned via the territory of Tshikapa and 9,839 people, including 

4,816 men, 2,767 women, 2,256 of which 782 girls and 1,474 boys (304 children under 5 years including 109 

girls and 195 boys) returned via the territory of Luiza.  

From 10 to 17 June 2015, under the lead of UNICEF, the actors of the CPIA (Comité Provincial Inter-Agence) 

and the delegates of the Provincial Government made a rapid and multi-sectoral assessment of humanitarian 

needs in favour of expelled Congolese from Angola in the territories of Luiza and Tshikapa, the two territories at 

the border with Angola. 

Over 85% of these people are deprived of all their property and around 45% live in host families. UNICEF and 

other partners launched a response plan to assist these returnees but funding is lacking in order to bring the 

assistance plan to scale. 

Kits and therapeutic foods have been made available in health centres and in two referral hospitals which ena-

bled medical treatment of 387 patients, including 125 children and the treatment of severe acute malnutrition 

(SAM). Caritas Luiza will undertake the distribution of NFIs for 3,516 households and vaccination campaigns 

against measles and poliomyelitis will be put in place in 12 health zones with UNICEF funds. Finally,  a plan of 

specific contingency is established to prevent evictions upstream. 

Kasai Oriental  

In June, population displacement was a result to an inter-ethnic conflict resulting in 187 houses, one church and 

one elementary school being burnt. 

 

 

Political, Security & Humanitarian Situation (4/4) 
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Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
RRMP supported 32,000 IDPs in Nyunzu with WaSH packages in-

terventions 

Analysis of results  

UNICEF and its partners reached more than 162,000 persons (cumulative results for all four key indicators) via WaSH 

interventions in South Kivu, North Kivu and Katanga (representing 16% of the annual UNICEF target). Together, all 

WaSH actors reached 21% of the overall 2015 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) target over the same period.  

Katanga: Only 286 cholera cases were reported in the last 3 months. Only 11 Health Zones (HZ) were affected 

compared to the 26 reported from January to March. It represents 50% less cases than last year. This result is related to 

the preparedness strategy put in place in the targeted cholera-prone zones supported by a contingency plan and stocks. 

Almost 40,000 affected people were supported with a WaSH package. To prevent a cholera outbreak in the provincial 

capital Lubumbashi, UNICEF launched a call for interest to support cholera preparedness and response in two main 

hubs (Haut-Lomani and Haut-Katanga). Three NGOs were selected: ALIMA, EHB and VIPATU. For the Nyunzu crisis, 

RRMP supported the WaSH response for almost 32,042 people. In June, UNICEF supported the Government to design 

the contingency plan for the three Health Provincial Divisions (Haut-Katanga, Haut-Lomami and Tanganyika). 

North Kivu: 872 cholera cases were reported in seven HZs. This is 50% less than last year for the same period. 

Response is mainly supported through Solidarités International with ECHO and UNICEF (RRMP) for almost 30,000 peo-

ple. During the last 3 months, RRMP partner Solidarités reached almost 10,000 newly displaced people in Kibua HZ 

(Masisi Territory), Masoya (Sud Lubero Territory) with WaSH package interventions. In May, UNICEF supported the 

Government to design the contingency plan for the Health Provincial  Division.  

South Kivu: Over the past 3 months, 585 cholera cases were reported in 13 HZs. This is roughly the same epidemic 

situation as that in 2014. With UNICEF and ECHO funding, partners ACF, Oxfam GB, Solidarités and the Congolese 

Red Cross assisted 95,000 persons through an integrated cholera WaSH response. RRMP and UNICEF reached 19,006 

newly displaced people in Shabunda, Fizi and Kahele territories. Due to the Burundi Crisis, UNICEF is supporting a 

prevention project to avoid any cholera outbreak as the shield strategy in refugee camps and host population in the Uvira 

endemic cholera area. In addition, in May, UNICEF supported the Health Provincial Division to design the contingency 

plan for cholera preparedness and response.  

Province Orientale: UNICEF supported the Province for the response to the cholera outbreak as well as the Govern-

ment to design the contingency plan for the two Health Provincial Divisions (Tshopo and Ituri).  

UNICEF & Partners Response 

Indicator 

UNICEF operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 

Target 

Results for 

the period 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

% Capacity 

Target 

Achieved 

Cluster 

Target 

Results for 

the period 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

% Target 

Achieved 

# of conflict-affected people with ac-

cess to water, hygiene and sanitation 

basic services   

400,000 61,892 120,048 30% 2,386,745 601,931 848,478 36% 

# of persons in cholera-prone zones 

benefitting from preventive as well as 

WASH cholera-response packages 

1,500,000 92,724 191,049 13% 4,523,589 414,787 683,331 15% 

# of people affected by natural disaster 

assisted with WASH package target 
50,000 2,120 4,550 9% 265,000 2,020 4,450 2% 

# of severely malnourished children 

and host family receiving WASH assis-

tance from the nutrition centres, 

through to the household level 

35,000 4,621 4,621 13% 339,222 13,940 20,532 6% 
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Education 

1,738 children took their end of year school examination in Katanga. 

Analysis of results 

Katanga 

Katanga province witnessed a renewed outbreak of ethnic violence between Pygmies and the Luba. The Edu-

cation sector was particularly affected in Manono, Nyunzu and Kabalo, where 18 schools were reported to have 

been completely destroyed. As a consequence, 15,000 children (including 6,900 girls) lost access to education 

during this crucial end of school year period. The local Ministry of Education, UNICEF and cluster partners have 

come together to find temporary solutions to ensure affected children can complete their school year. As a re-

sult, 13 makeshift schools were set up in hangars, churches, public spaces, etc., directly benefiting 7,000 chil-

dren (including 3,220 girls). In order to enhance education practice in the classroom at affected schools, 

UNICEF supported the training of 167 teachers on the national curricula and on emergency preparedness for 

the Education sector. 1,738 children (including 608 girls) took part in end of school year examinations. Around 

200 of them, in the worst affected Nyunzu territory, were able to access the exams free of charge thanks to the 

direct intervention of the Katanga Minister of Education. 

North Kivu and South Kivu 

In North Kivu Province, the end of school year examinations fee doubled during the period, hindering 

implementing partners’ ability to support vulnerable children, including displaced and returnee children. 

However, in South Kivu Province, the Ministry of Education exempted several vulnerable children from paying 

the fee, taking into account the Burundi Refugee crisis affecting the region.  

Indicator 

UNICEF operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 

Target 

Results 

for the 

period 

Cumulative 

results (#)* 

% Capacity 

Target 

Achieved 

Cluster 

Target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

% Target 

Achieved 

# of girls and boys (5-11 years) affect-

ed by conflict or natural disasters given 

access to quality education and psy-

chosocial activities, through the con-

struction/rehabilitation of schools and/

or temporary learning spaces and oth-

er measures (including through the 

RRMP) 

200,000 10,398 63,896 31.9% 573,080 104,452 18.2% 

# of teachers trained on learner-

centred methodologies, peace educa-

tion, disaster risk reduction, and how to 

identify and refer children in need of 

psychosocial care and support to avail-

able protection services 

1,818 925 1878 103.3% 10,420 1,225 11.8% 

# of schools and/or temporary learning 

spaces providing these services to 

emergency-affected children 

606 7 42 6.9% 1,373 114 8.3% 

Results 

for the 

period 

19,508 

37 

282 
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Health 

43,024 children between 6 months and 15 years old vaccinated against 

measles in Nyunzu  

Indicator 

UNICEF operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 

Target 

Results for 

the period 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

% Capacity 

Target 

Achieved 

Cluster Tar-

get 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

% Target 

Achieved 

# children in humanitarian situations 

vaccinated against measles  
2,800,000 302,253  683,755 24.4% 4,200,000 721,012 17.2% 

# people affected by conflict having 

received access to primary health care  
538,700 19,444 54,456 10.1% 1,839,551 86,141 4.7% 

# of cholera cases managed  15,000 1,483 5,089 33.9% 22,714 ND ND 

Results for 

the period 

302,243 

ND 

19,444 

Analysis of results  

Cholera 

In total, 1,904 cases (286 in Katanga, 585 in South Kivu, 872 in North Kivu, 160 in Province Orientale and one in 

Equateur) were reported from April to June 2015 out of a total of 5,898 cholera cases reported throughout the coun-

try since the beginning of the year. With 6 deaths, the fatality rate is at 0.3%. UNICEF supplies helped treat 78,8 % of 

all cholera cases (1,483 patients out of the 1,904 cases).  

Measles 

In total, 14.789 cases (13,122 in Katanga; 334 in Orientale province; 241 in Equateur; 295 in South Kivu; 478 in 

North Kivu; 221 in Maniema, and 98 cases in other provinces) were reported from April to June with 210 deaths 

(fatality rate of 1,4% ). 11 Health Zones (HZ) in Katanga, 3 health zones in North Kivu, 1 in South Kivu and 1 in Ma-

niema have reached the epidemic threshold of more than 3 positive cases in 4 weeks, and are considered as facing 

outbreaks. UNICEF has contributed to the immunization campaigns of 6 to 15 year-old children: 302,253 children 

were vaccinated (39,973 in Kabondo dianda to Katanga; 108,314 in Kilwa to Katanga; 153,966 in South Kivu with 70, 

693 vaccinated among Burundian refugees and host populations; 83,273 in Bunyakiri health zonal). During this peri-

od, UNICEF’s health RRMP partner in the South Kivu contributed to these campaigns.  

In addition, UNICEF provided 47,330 doses of vaccine and technical support to government partners in Katanga, for 

the implementation of a measles vaccination campaign targeting 43,024 children between 6 months and 15 years old 

in Nyunzu. 

 

Malaria 

UNICEF provided 15,000 LLIN (long-lasting insecticidal nets) or malaria prevention. 8,600 MILD were distributed to 

5,096 households with the support of RRMP and Save The Children in North Kivu.  

 

In addition, during this period, the UNICEF RRMP sponsored medical care for 18,191 individuals affected by the 

armed conflict and the Burundian refugees in North Kivu–South Kivu and 1,253 IDPs in other provinces.  

 

Facing the risk of new outbreaks (mainly measles, malaria and cholera), UNICEF plans to pre-position contingency 

stocks in the potentially affected provinces as well as those prone to cholera and measles (Katanga, North Kivu, 

South Kivu, Orientale, Maniema). 



 UNICEF DRC Humanitarian Report 1 April - 30 June 2015 

 

Nutrition 

UNICEF’s partners treated 42,137 children under  5 years old af-

fected by Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM)  

Indicator 

UNICEF operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 

Target* 

Results for 

the period 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

% Capacity Tar-

get Achieved 

Cluster 

Target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

% Target 

Achieved 

# of children under 5 

treated for SAM 

350,000 42,137 100,941 28.8% 336,390 61,069 18.1% 

Results for 

the period 

25,522 

* The Cluster result is less than UNICEF’s, as cluster members intervene according  to nutritional emergency and  thresh-olds defined in the Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP), whereas 

UNICEF supports SAM response in other Health Zones (HZs) which are not at emergency thresholds.  

Analysis of results 

During the reporting period, UNICEF-supported partners treated a total of 42,137 children under 5 years old for 

Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) (21,911 girls and 20,226 boys). In DRC, 61,069 children were treated for SAM in 

Health Zones (HZ) facing a nutrition crisis as defined by the Humanitarian Response Plan. Out of the total number of 

children treated for SAM, 3,664 (6%) were treated for SAM associated with other medical complications. The 

recovery rate is estimated at 83%, the death rate at 4.3% and default rate at around 9%. (Recommended standard 

thresholds: recovery >75%; death rate <10% and default rate <15%). 

14 emergency nutrition responses supported by UNICEF, ECHO, COOPI (Cooperazione Internazionale) and ACF 

(Action Contre la Faim) are ongoing in HZs characterised by a prevalence of global acute malnutrition (GAM) above 

emergency thresholds (>15%). The concerned provinces are: Bandundu, Equateur, Katanga, Kasai Oriental, 

Maniema, Province Orientale, Katanga and Kasai Occidental. 

The Food Security and Nutrition Surveillance System (SNSAP) is the main mechanism by which nutrition crises are 

identified and later confirmed by a SMART nutrition survey. The recent SNSAP quarterly bulletin, number 19, 

published in June 2015, identified 14 HZs in alert: Bandundu (9), Katanga (1), Kasai Occidental (2), Province 

Orientale (1), and Equateur (1). SMART surveys will subsequently be carried out by PRONANUT to verify these 

alerts and to trigger immediate nutrition emergency response if confirmed.  

Response to specific crisis 

UNICEF provided therapeutic food as a contribution to the Burundian refugee emergency Response in South Kivu 

and will continue through a new partnership with the NGO People In Need (PIN), funded through CERF. 

In Katanga, after the nutrition interventions implemented by COOPI with the financial support of Pooled Fund in the 

HZs of Malemba, Mukanga, Mulongo and Lwambain, the nutrition surveys carried out revealed the following results: 

Malemba: GAM 8.5%, SAM 2.9%; Lwamba : GAM 7.9%, SAM 1.7%; Mulongo: GAM 8.1%; SAM 2.1%; Mukanga: 

GAM 11%, SAM 2.3%. The rate of SAM being above the emergency threshold of 2%, UNICEF provided around 

2,000 boxes of RUTF (Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food) to enable the HZs to treat severely malnourished children.  

Following the nutrition survey undertaken by ADRA (Adventist Development and Relief Agency) and PRONANUT in 

Bukama HZ, Katanga, at the end of the nutrition intervention supported by UNICEF, the rate of GAM was 7.7% and 

the rate of SAM 1.5%. 400 boxes of RUTF were provided to the HZ to treat around 500 severely malnourished 

children. 

Following the conflict between Luba and Twa communities in Nyunzu, the screening undertaken by PU-AMI 

(Première Urgence - Aide Médicale Internationale) in IDP camps in May and June 2015 showed an alarming 

nutritional situation. Out of 899 children screened, 554 were malnourished (61%) of whom 359 were severely 

malnourished (65%). PU-AMI is supporting the treatment of severely malnourished children in these IDP camps with 

a mobile clinic. 
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Protection 

1,225 children associated with armed groups in Eastern Zone in 

April-June 2015 

Analysis of results  

During the reporting period, in Eastern DRC, 1,225 children formerly associated with armed groups, including 

285 girls, were assisted. 

For the next quarter, as a consequence of the launch of the DDR III process in mid-May, separation of children 

from armed groups is expected to increase. Funds and partners are positioned both in the East and in FARDC 

camps of Kamina (Katanga) and Kitona (Bas-Congo) where armed group elements will be transferred to. 

Although the surrender of some armed groups is expected in the near future, there are currently reports from the 

field that indicate that other armed groups are reorganising themselves in Masisi, Rutshuru, Goma and Ituri with 

a growing risk of child recruitment. In Walikale, child recruitment and other grave child rights violations are re-

ported as a consequence of the fighting between factions of Raia Mutomboki.  

Northern Katanga was heavily affected by Mayi Mayi activism, the ethnic conflict between Batwa and Luba, as 

well as by FDLR and the Mayi Mayi Alleluia operating at the limits between South Kivu and North Katanga. 

UNICEF reacted quickly by intervening in favour of separated and unaccompanied children, wounded children 

(33) and survivors of sexual violence. Care, family tracing and reunification and reintegration support is being 

made available in the case of release of children associated with armed groups and militias. 

Since the beginning of May, more than 10,000 refugees from Burundi have entered DRC. UNICEF has ongoing 
programmes in South Kivu and is collaborating with UNHCR to best manage the impact of such a crisis on unac-
companied and separated children. UNICEF provided support to 22 unaccompanied minors (UAM) with its local 
partner AVREO (Association des Volontaires pour la Récupération des Enfants Orphelins Abandonnés Malnu-
tris). 

In the Kasai Occidental province, a needs assessment is ongoing in relation to the Congolese expelled from An-

gola. 

Indicator 

UNICEF operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 

Target 

Results 

for the 

period 

Cumula-

tive 

results 

(#) 

% Capacity 

Target 

Achieved 

Cluster 

Target 

Results for 

the period  

Cumu-

lative 

results 

(#) 

% Target 

Achieved 

‘# of children formerly associated with armed 

forces/groups released and provided with 

assistance’  
3,700 1,269 2,193 59.27 % 3,700 1,269 2,193 59,27 % 

# of separated and unaccompanied children 

identified and reunited with their families and 

followed up on 

1,000 527 673 67,3 % 1,900 527 673 35,42 % 

# of displaced and returnee children received 

in child-friendly protective spaces for psycho-

social support, educational activities, sensiti-

zation and non-formal education activities 

80,000 0  5,966  7,5 %  N.A.  0 5,966    7,5 % 

# of identified survivors of sexual violence 

that had access to a comprehensive re-

sponse, including access to medical care, 

psychosocial support, reintegration assis-

tance and referral for legal counselling and 

14,500 14 14 0,09 % N.A.       
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Non-Food Items (NFI) and Shelter 
RRMP partners AVSI and IRC reach over 5,300 families affected by 

the Balubakat-Batwa conflict in Katanga Province 

Analysis of results 

From April-June 2015, NFI actors in DRC assisted a total of 223,009 people, a 42% increase over the first quarter 

of the year.  UNICEF partners accounted for nearly 75% of NFI reported interventions during this period. UNICEF-

supported activities benefitted families in 5 different provinces;  North Kivu (37%); South Kivu (26%), Katanga 

(25%), Maniema (8%), and Province Orientale (3%). During this quarter, across all NFI actors, displaced families 

represented 75% of beneficiaries; returnees, 17%; victims of natural disasters, 4%; host families, 3%; and other 

vulnerable households, 1%.  Voucher fairs remain the prevalent approach for NFI assistance in the DRC; during 

this reporting period UNICEF partners and other NFI actors assisted 30% of all beneficiaries via direct distributions, 

and 70% via voucher fairs.  UNICEF partners alone reached 83% of beneficiaries via voucher fairs.  

On 1 May, UNICEF and partners began the 6th cycle of the RRMP (Rapid Response to Movements of Population) 

programme. While Health and Education sectors were reinforced in some provinces, NFI assistance, implemented 

in partnership with 4partner NGOs (AVSI, IRC, NRC, and Solidarités), still accounts for over 45% of RRMP benefi-

ciary targets and budgeting during this cycle. During this reporting period UNICEF Emergency staff undertook 6 

separate field visits to support and monitor RRMP partners in assessments and implementation of NFI activities. 

North Kivu: Using vouchers in open markets, a joint NRC and Solidarités intervention in June reached 2,669 

displaced families and vulnerable host families in the city of Beni who had fled Mavivi following the killing of at least 

30 people by alleged ADF/NALU militia in May. This intervention in a highly urban setting is unusual for RRMP and 

required significant coordination with local authorities and beneficiary verification to avoid fraud. This assistance 

was complemented by WFP-supported food aid and RRMP health activities with Save The Children. 

South Kivu: In June, RRMP partners AVSI and IRC reached 1,887 households affected by torrential storms 

in Baraka. While the disasters occurred in April, RRMP partners only intervened in June after promises from gov-

ernment actors to respond fell through. The South Kivu Cluster mobilised in support of coordination of NFI re-

sponse for Burundian refugees - particularly those living outside Lusenda camp in host families. The Cluster suc-

cessfully advocated for all NFI actors assisting refugees living inside and outside Lusenda camp to include solar 

lamps in their assistance package. The Cluster also mobilised RRMP partners to organise training in targeting 

methodology for 17 Caritas Spain and Caritas Uvira staff who are providing NFI assistance to the refugees.  

Katanga: During this reporting period, RRMP and other NFI actors reached 8,618 households—through 

voucher fairs in Nyunzu, Kalemie (Sangwa), Pweto (Mutendele), and a distribution in Kalemie (Manyanga and 

Lambo Katenga). This included a major operation with AVSI and IRC’s South Kivu and Katanga teams in April to 

organise voucher fairs which reached over 5,300 IDP and host families from the Balubakat-Batwa conflict in Nyun-

zu territory. 

Orientale: Only one RRMP NFI intervention was mobilised during this reporting period: 2 NFI fairs in April in 

Pinzili and Makayanga localities to assist 841 displaced households who had fled insecurity and violence linked to 

ADF/NALU militia activity in North Kivu. Insecurity in southern Irumu territory prevented a joint deployment of 

RRMP partners Solidarites and Samaritan’s Purse who have been planning to assist some 4,500 displaced house-

holds. Renewed violence in this area has prevented teams from accessing these families.   

Indicator 

UNICEF operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 

Target 

Results 

for the 

period 

Cumula-

tive  

results 

% Capacity 

target 

achieved 

Cluster 

Target 

Results 

for the 

period 

Cumula-

tive  

results 

# of people accessing essential house-

hold items, and shelter materials  757,000 166,456 274,741 36.3% 2,424,600 223,009 403,265 

% Target 

achieved 

16.6% 
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Multi-Purpose Cash-based Assistance 

Analysis of results 

The second phase of UNICEF DRC’s DFID-funded unconditional cash programme field activities, Alternative Re-

sponse for Communities in Crisis (ARCC), came to a close on 31 May 2015. All implementing partners (Concern, Sol-

idarités and Mercy Corps) completed their last transfers, serving a total of 27,975 people (5,595 families) in 2015.  

In Rutshuru territory of North Kivu Province, Mercy Corps assisted the last group of 682 families through mobile mon-

ey, with a single tranche of $120. This caseload was part of the tripartite UN intervention jointly implemented by WFP, 

UNHCR and UNICEF in Gikoro village. Gikoro is an IDP return area, close to the border with Uganda, which was se-

verely hit by the M23 conflict and consequently chosen by the 3 agencies to provide a comprehensive assistance pro-

gramme to create synergies for sustainable return. In the same territory, 30 km to the West in Ntamugenga and 

Tanda villages, Mercy Corps assisted 1,270 families with their 3rd and last tranche of $30 and also through mobile 

money. Similarly, Concern in Masisi delivered the final $30 tranche to 1,339 families through direct cash delivery.  

From 23-24 April, the ARCC consortium held an end of programme workshop in Goma to share the results, challeng-

es and lessons learnt from the ARCC II program. UNICEF Emergency and Social Policy staff attended along with the 

three implementing partners and colleagues from DFID.  During the two days, UNICEF and partners shared prelimi-

nary results from the Phase I of field activities. Analysis of data indicates that the programme increased access to 

basic services while decreasing the use of negative coping strategies affecting children and expanding families’ liveli-

hood opportunities. ARCC beneficiary families spent the majority of the money on clothing and essential household 

items (41%), basic services (primary health care and school fees) (21%), livestock (13%), food (9%) and access to 

land (4%). The monthly income of targeted households rose by 47% while the NFI score and the food consumption 

scores both saw an improvement of 22% compared to baseline. It is also important to note that the use of negative 

coping strategies such as withdrawing children from school or consuming less food also decreased by 19%. 

This reporting period also saw interesting developments on the coordination of multi-purpose cash in DRC which is 

also an important priority for ARCC. From 5-6 May, the ARCC Programme Coordinator presented, in Geneva, the 

experience of the DRC Goma-based Cash Working Group (CWG) within the Learning Event on cash coordination 

organised by OCHA, the Global Intercluster and Cash Learning Partnership (CaLP). The DRC Goma-based CWG 

was revitalised in 2014 through an initiative led by UNICEF, Diakonie Katastrophenhilfe and Concern. One of the 

most important conclusions which came out of this gathering was that the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) 

should task Humanitarian Country Teams (HCT) to ensure that cash-based response is included as part of coordina-

tion and response strategies.  

The final phase of ARCC II which focuses on further analysis of data from both implementation phases and the devel-

opment of a learning paper is underway. Also during June, UNICEF finalised concept notes for a third cycle of ARCC 

to start at the end of 2015, ideally through a basket fund of different donors. ARCC III will focus on flexible mobilisa-

tion of partners to use cash-based response as part of the transition response for returnees and for older caseload 

IDPs as a complement to the RRMP programme.   

* The reconciliation exercise carried out at the end of ARCC, revealed that 1,410 people (282 families) were erroneously counted along the programme duration; this 

explains the difference between cumulative results in these first two quarters of 2015.  

682 households reached through mobile money operators in Gikoro, 

North Kivu, as part of the UN tripartite initiative with UNHCR and WFP 

Indicator 

UNICEF operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Results 
for the 
period 

Cumula-
tive  

Results* 

% Capac-
ity target 
achieved 

Cluster 
Target 

Results 
for the 
period 

Cumulative  
Results** 

# of people assisted through multi-

sector voucher fairs and unconditional 

cash grants 

42,500 3,410 27,975 69.1 % 300,000 16,400 40,965 

% Target 
achieved 

13.6 % 


